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   (1912 - 25 Jul 1921) 
 
 
The Evening Star, July 25, 1921, p. 2 
Shout Would Have Resulted in His Rescue 
No Means of Identification Found 
 While hundreds of swimmers were in the water within shouting distance, an unidentified white boy, 
about eleven years old, lost his life at the Tidal basin bathing beach today.  He was well inside the life 
lines in about three and a half feet of water. 
 John Love Mooring, a clerk at the Raleigh Hotel, discovered the body while wading toward the rope.  
The boy was pulled from the water about 9:50 and artificial respiration attempted. 
 Dr. Taylor, attached to the bathing beach, another physician and Dr. Bray of Emergency Hospital, 
who was summoned immediately, worked over the body until after 11 o’clock, when the latter 
pronounced the boy dead. 
 The lung motor was used as well as a pump, but no water was extracted from the body.  On this 
account, and because of a cut over one of the eyes, physicians were undecided as to the cause of death.  
Upon notification Coroner Nevitt ordered the body sent to the morgue.  At least 300 bathers at the time 
of the accident were in the water, the majority inside the lines.  A shout would have reached someone 
of these had the boy come to the surface before losing consciousness. 
 The child had no trunks on when pulled from the water and there was no locker tag about his neck.  
Some  clothes found in one of the lockers, however, are thought to have belonged to him. 
 
 
The Evening Star, July 26, 1921, p. 2 
Drowned Boy Identified 
Thomas Economou Lost His Life in the Tidal Basin 
 The boy whose body was taken from the tidal basin bathing beach yesterday morning was Thomas 
Economou, nine years old, son of Mr. and Mrs. George Economou, 229 3d street.  It was between 8 and 
9 o'clock when the boy left home yesterday morning and went to the bathing beach, and it was about 
9:30 o'clock when his body was found. 
 Coroner Nevitt viewed the body at the morgue and gave a certificate of accidental drowning.  The 
scratch over one of the eyes of the dead boy was a trivial one, the coroner stated, and did not cut 
through the skin. 
 Yesterday afternoon the boy's parents became alarmed because of his failure to return home.  His 
father reported his absence to the police and was told of the recovery of a boy's body at the bathing 
beach.  He went to the morgue and identified the body. 


