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William Tobias Walker 
   (26 Oct 1831 – 11 Mar 1911) 
 
 
Walker.  On Saturday, March 11, 1911 at 2:55 o'clock p.m. at his residence, 2156 California street, 
William Tobias Walker.  Funeral from his late residence, Monday, March 13 at 3 o'clock p.m.  Interment 
private. 
 
Walker.  The members of the Association of Oldest Inhabitants are respectfully invited to attend the 

funeral service of our late associate, William T. Walker at his late 
residence, 2156 California avenue northwest on Monday, March 13 at 
3 o'clock p.m. 
    Theodore W. Noyes, President 
          B.W. Reiss, Recording Secretary  
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W.T. Walker's Funeral To Be Held Tomorrow 
Prominent Resident Identified With Association of Oldest Inhabitants 
 Funeral services for William Tobias Walker, a native of 
Washington, who was for many years prominently identified with the 
business interests of the National Capital and a veteran Mason of the 
District, who died at his residence, 2156 California avenue northwest, 
early yesterday morning, will be held at his late home at 2 o'clock 
tomorrow afternoon. 
 Mr. Walker was born in South Washington, October 26, 1831, and 

resided in that locality all of his life up to about six years ago, when he built himself a modern home in 
the new northwest, near the Highlands apartment.  Mr. Walker's mother was an Englishwoman who 
came to this city when she was a girl and married the father of the deceased, a resident of Washington. 
 
Engaged in Brickmaking 
 Mr. Walker was educated in the public schools of this city and when a young man started up in 
business as a grocer, conducting for many years a store at the corner of 11th street and Maryland 
avenue southwest.  It was here that he started the foundation of his fortune and some time later began 
the business of brickmaking which grew rapidly into a large and profitable industry. 
 Mr. Walker was during the period following the civil war one of the leading brick manufacturers in 
the District and from his kilns came nearly all of the bricks that were used in consctruction work not only 
in South Washington, but in all sections of the city.  His identification with that industry covered more 
than forty years, and during that time he has been very closely connected with many industrial and 
financial enterprises of large import.  At the time of his death he was president of the W.T. Walker Brick 
Company, and despite his many years of active life was a potent force in the management of the firm's 
large interests. 
 He was a director of the Citizens' Bank from the time of its organization until it was merged with the 
Metropolitan Bank. 
 
Member of Masonic Order 
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 Mr. Walker was a member of Benjamin B. French Lodge, No. 15, F.A.A.M.; Washington Chapter, No. 
2, R.A.M. and of DeMolhay Mounted Commandery, No. 4, Knights Templar, and also a Scottish Rite 
Mason.  He was a director of the Masonic Mutual Life Association from its formation and its treasurer 
for nearly twenty years, resigning therefrom only a year ago on account of failing health. 
 Mr. Walker was a member of the Association of the Oldest Inhabitants and took a keen interest in 
its affairs for many years.  He was a member of the Washington Heights Presbyterian Church and an 
active worker in the congregation. 
 Many years ago, when the District had suffrage and a common council, Mr. Walker represented his 
ward in South Washington in that body.  He was a man of pronounced business ability and of 
uncompromising integrity, and was noted for his many charities and benefactions. 
 He is survived by five sons and five daughters and nine grandchildren.  The sons are William H., 
George E., Charles J. Ernest T. and Arthur L., all of whom reside in Washington, and the daughters are 
Mrs. G.N.W. White of Kansas City, Mo.; Mrs. F.L. Hayes of Topeka, Kan.; Mrs. J.B. Carter, Miss Etta 
Walker and Miss Elinor Walker of this city.  Mr. Walker is also survived by three brothers, R.A. Walker, 
T.H. Walker and F.M. Walker, all of this city. 
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Funeral of W.T. Walker 
Services Held at His Late Home This Afternoon 
 Funeral services for William Tobias Walker, a native and resident of Washington for eighty years, 
who died, after an illness of nearly a year, at his residence, 2156 California avenue northwest, Saturday, 
were held at his late home this afternoon.  The interment was private.  The pallbearers were selected 
from Benjamin B. French Lodge, No. 15, F.A.A.M., of which Mr. Walker had been a member for many 
years.  Members of the Association of the Oldest Inhabitants, to which organization Mr. Walker also 
belonged, were in attendance, as well as representatives of the financial and industrial interests of 
Washington. 


