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John Curtis Underwood 
   ( – 7 Dec 1873) 
 
 
Underwood.  The funeral of Judge John C. Underwood will take place at the Unitarian Church corner of 
6th and D streets at 2 o'clock tomorrow (Tuesday) afternoon.  The friends of the family are respectfully 
invited to attend.  
 
 

The Evening Star, December 8, 1873 
Sudden Death of Judge Underwood 
Apoplexy the Cause 
 Judge John C. Underwood, of Virginia, but 
recently residing in this city, died suddenly of 
apoplexy at his residence, 226 3d street, at 10 
o'clock last evening.  The deceased, who was a 
native of Herkimer county, New York, emigrated 
to Fauquier county, Virginia, some twenty-five or 
thirty years ago, where he married and settled.  
He was educated for the law, and divided his 
attention for some years between agricultural 
pursuits and the practice of his profession.  On 
account of his well-known sympathy with the 
abolition movement and his support of Mr. 
Lincoln for the Presidency in 1860, he was 
compelled to leave the state.  Mr. Chase, in 1861, 
secured his appointment as fifth auditor, and in 
1864 President Lincoln appointed him district 
judge for the district of Virginia, which position he 
held at the time of his death.  In 1865 he was 
elected U.S. Senator by the legislature in session 
at Alexandria, to succeed Mr. Carlisle, but was not 

admitted to his seat, owing to the reconstruction measures debarring Virginia from representation in 
Congress.  He presided over the convention which framed the present constitution of Virginia.  Latterly 
his name has been brought prominently before the public in connection with the McVeigh suits for the 
recovery of confiscated property--the Judge being the holder of this property and defendant in the suits.  
The circumstances of the late personal attack upon him in Richmond by McVeigh are well remembered, 
as they were detailed in The Star at the time.  The funeral will take place at 2 o'clock tomorrow 
afternoon from the Unitarian church, corner 6th and D streets, and the remains will be interred in the 
Congressional cemetery.  The deceased, who was 63 years of age, left a wife and two children. 


