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Octavius L. Pruden 
   (29 Mar 1842 – 19 Apr 1902) 
 
 
The Washington Post, July 3, 1878, p. 4 
City Personals 
 Mr. and Mrs. Hayes, Secretary Sherman, Attorney-General Devens, Messrs. Webb and Buchard 

Hayes, and Mr. O.L. Pruden, Mr. Hayes' assistant secretary, left 
yesterday morning at 10 o'clock by the Baltimore and Potomac 
Ralroad, to attend the Wyoming massacre centennial, which occurs 
on the 4th instant.  The party stopped at Harrisburg at 3 o'clock 
yesterday afternoon, where they remained untl 12.  They were the 
guests of Gov. Hartranfe, who tendered them an official reception at 
the Governor's mansion.  At 12 the party left Harrisonburg for 
Wilkesbarre, which is near the scene of the celebration.  The return 
next Friday. 
 
 
The Washington Post, July 31, 1888, p. 6 
The Funeral of Mr. Pruden’s Son 
 The funeral of William W. Pruden, the son of Mr. L.O. Pruden, 
who was accidentally killed last Friday,, was attended by all the 
executive clerks from the White House yesterday.  A handsome 
bunch of flowers from the White House conservatory was sent by 
direction of the President. 
 
 

The Evening Star, October 23, 1893 
Telephoning in Mr. Pruden's Name 
 Some excitement was created at the Senate last Tuesday by a telephone message purporting to 
come from Mr. Pruden, the assistant secretary to the President, and to be addressed to Senator Peffer, 
statng that the President did not want the nomination of Mr. Glick acted upon the, and requesting 
Senator Peffer to have it passed over.  The message was sent over the telephone located in the business 
office of The Evening Star.  Inquiry soon showed that Mr. Pruden had not sent it, and that it was sent by 
a man who entered The Star office during a busy time of the day, and going to the telephone which is in 
a public place, rang up the sergeant-at-arms' office and sent the message in question.  It is claimed that 
the man who sent the message was a Kansas man named Thurston, who was desirous of defeating the 
Glick nomination.  His plans, however, failed. 
 
 
The Washington Post, February 11, 1897, p. 7 
Maj. Pruden’s Official Title 
 Several of the Canton correspondents, in their various allusions to Maj. Pruden, have slipped into 
the error of alluding to that gentleman as Executive Clerk Pruden.  This is a mistake.  Maj. Pruden is 
Assistant Secretary to the President and is so known and designated in all well-ordered directories.  Nor 
is he a Colonel.  He is only a Major.  In 1861 he marched up Pennsylvania avenue, in front of where The 
Post Building now stands, with a knapsack on his back, travel-worn and dusty, but chock-a-block full of 
patriotism and enthusiasm. 
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The Washington Post, March 9, 1899, p. 2 
Maj. Pruden to Be a Paymaster 
 Maj. O.L. Pruden, the veteran Assistant Secretary at the White House, will, it is said, be appointed to 
a paymastership in the army under the new army law.  Few men possess a more extended acquaintance 
with public men than Maj. Pruden. 
 
 
The Evening Star, April 29, 1901, p. 1 
Now Major Pruden 
Assistant Secretary to the President Commissioned 
Made a Paymaster in the United States Army -- 
Sketch of His Career 
 The President, before leaving Washington today, signed the commission of Mr. O.L. Pruden, one of 
his assistant secretaries, to be a major and paymaster in the United States army. 
 The appointment of Mr. Pruden to this position will give gratification to a great many people in all 
parts of the country, and will be hailed with delight by citizens of Washington and public men generally.  
Probably no man holding a minor official position is so well known to public men as Major Pruden.  He 
has been identified with the executive staff of the White House for nearly thirty years, and in that time 
has come in personal contact with the most prominent men of all parties in Congress and the various 
administrations. 
 Major Pruden has been trusted with the secrets of the White House since the days of Grant, and has 
received the confidence of every President.  No one knows better than the newspaper men that Major 
Pruden has never betrayed the confidence, and yet he possesses the warm friendship of all the 
correspondents in the corps.  He has always "played fair" with those who came for information and 
never misled an applicant for news. 
 In recent years Major Pruden has delivered the messages of the Presidents to Congress, and his 
figure has been a familiar one about the Capitol. 
 Major Pruden enlisted as a private in the 11th Regiment, New Jersey Volunteers, in August, 1862.  
He served about two years at brigade and department headquarters, when he was discharged from 
military service to accept a civil appointment in the office of the judge advocate general of the army.  He 
remained in this office until December 1872, when the resignation of General Horance Porter made a 
vacancy in the office of the President.  
 March 4, 1873, the beginning of the second term of President Grant, he was appointed executive 
clerk to the President, and held this office until the beginning of President Hayes' administration, when 
he was appointed assistant secretary to the President, which place he has held up to the present time. 
 
 
The Evening Star, July 3, 1901, p. 2 
Maj. Pruden Leaves the Army 
 The interesting announcement was made at the White House today that Major O.L. Pruden had 
resigned his position as assistant paymaster in the army and had been reappointed to his old position as 
assistant secretary to the President.  Major Pruden will resume his duties at the White House without 
delay.  His reappointment will be a general surprise. 
 When Major Pruden was appointed in the army and a vacancy was created at the White House the 
assistant secretaryship was offered to the late Adelbert Hay, who had accepted the offer.  Mr. Hay's 
untimely death left the position unfilled and there was some pressure for it.  As Major Pruden, for 
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personal and business reasons, did not find the army to his liking he was appointed to fill the vacancy 
that had been made by himself. 
 Major Pruden's friends are congratulating him on his return to his old post which he filled so 
creditably for many years. 
The Washington Post, July 4, 1901, p. 7 
Maj. Pruden Back At White House 
Resigns Commission in the Army and Returns to His Old Post 
 Maj. O.L. Pruden, the former assistant secretary to the President, who was appointed a paymaster in 
the regular army in May, has resigned his position in the army and has been reappointed t his old 
position of assistant secretary to the President. 
 This is the office to which the late Adelbert Hay was to have been appointed.  Maj. Pruden has 
abandoned his career in the army on account of personal and business reasons to assume his former 
duties at the White House. 
 
 
Pruden.  On Saturday morning, April 19, 1902 at Garfield Hospital of disease of the heart, Octavius L. 
Pruden in the 60th year of his age.  Funeral service at Trinity Church, Monday April 21 at 3 p.m.  
 
 
The Evening Star, April 8, 1902, p. 1 
Maj. Pruden Ill 
At Garfield Hospital Suffering From Organic Disease of Heart 
 Major O.L. Pruden, assistant secretary to the President of the United States, was removed today 
from his home, 604 Massachusetts avenue, to the Garfield Hospital.  Major Pruden is suffering from an 
organic disease of the heart. 
 He is in a dangerous condition and it is believed by his friends that he cannot survive very long.  He 
has been in poor health for several months and has steadfastly ignored the fact, and has remained away 
from his duties at the White House only during the last three or four days.  This has greatly aggravated 
the original trouble. 
 
 
The Evening Star, April 19, 1902 
Major Pruden Dead 
Was Assistant Secretary to the President 
Had Served at the White House for Twenty-Nine Years 
Funeral to be Monday 
 Major Octavius L. Pruden, assistant secretary to the President, and a friend and adviser of many 
Presidents, all of whom liked and respected him, died at 3:12 o'clock this morning at Garfield Hospital, 
where he was taken about ten days ago.  Death resulted from a complication of troubles, but the 
gravest was a heart affection.  Major Pruden had not been in good health for several years, but declined 
to go away for a rest, although advised to do so by physicians and friends.  He remained at his post at 
the White House up to about two weeks ago and performed his duties. 
 When he was taken sick he was rooming at the Arlington, but he was at once removed to the 
Garfield Hospital, where every care and attention was given him until the end came. 
 Mr. Chas. M. Hendley, his brother-in-law, came on from New York as soon as he received notice of 
the death and had the body removed to his house, 1216 L street northwest.  Funeral services will be 
held at Trinity P.E. Church, corner 3d and C streets northwest, Monday afternoon at 3 o'clock.  Rev. R.P. 
Williams, the rector, officiating. 
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Widespread Sorrow 
 The genuine sorrow caused by the death of Major Pruden will be felt outside of Washington.  His 
years of service at the White House had made him thousands of friends away from this city, who 
remembered him with affection and pleasure.  His kindly disposition, conservative manner and open-
hearted friendship, not only made him hosts of friends, but endeared him to those who came in contact 
with him.  At the White House this morning there was a feeling of profound sorrow among the staff of 
men with whom Major Pruden worked.  There was a test of the man, and among those who knew him 
intimately and were acquainted with his whole life there is nothing but regret at his death.  "He was a 
noble, big-hearted fellow, full of kindness, thoughtful and considerate," was the way one of the men 
spoke of him this morning, and all the others felt the same way.  In and out of the building many times a 
day, passing and repassing his co-workers and comrades, there was always the same genial, gentle 
thoughtfulness of those around him.  If he ever felt bitterness to another it was never expressed, and 
when he did not speak good of a fellow-man he said nothing.  This attitude characterized him in his 
dealings outside of the White House.  In his family and in the circle of friends beyond official life he was 
found to measure well up to the full requirements of life. 
 Major Pruden's confidential work at the White House for many years naturally gave to him a retiring 
disposition during his official hours that followed him to some extent in his private life, but it in no way 
obscured those characteristics that made and retained friends for him. 
 
His Long and Active Career 
 Major Octavius Longworth Pruden was born in Dover, N.J., March 29, 1842.  From boyhood he was a 
good penman and this was one reason that led to his selection by President Hayes, in 1877, as assistant 
secretary in the preparation of nominations, social programs, data, etc.  At the outbreak of the civil war 
Major Pruden enlisted as a private in a New Jersey regiment.  He was later given a commission in a 
colored regiment, but did not care to accept it.  He was soon after placed in the judge advocate 
general's office of the War Department in a clerical position, serving there until 1873, when he was 
detailed to the White House as a clerk.  President Hayes, as stated, promoted him and assigned him 
regularly to the White House rolls as executive clerk.  He had remained there ever since.  He served four 
years in that capacity and twenty-five years as assistant secretary, and during all that period had taken 
to the Capitol the papers and messages of the Presidents.  His was a familiar figure in the House and 
Senate.  Until last December, Major Pruden had always copied the annual messages of the Presidents 
for presentation to Congress.  His handwriting was so plain and perfect that so long as the custom 
existed of sending the President's message to the Senate in that form the work was done by Major 
Pruden.  He copied and arranged the messages after they had been written by the Presidents. 
 Much of the social work of the White House--such as preparing the lists of guests to important 
functions, seating them at tables in the order of precedence, and such delicate things as this--was done 
by Major Pruden.  Many a great dinner that required the most intimate knowledge of diplomatic 
etiquette and the precedence of seating at the table was arranged by Major Pruden.  The cards at the 
plates bore the names in his handwriting.  He did this for the dinner to Prince Henry given by president 
Roosevelt, and he did all these things, like everything else, well.  Devotion and faithfulness to duty were 
among the virtues he possessed. 
 President McKinley appointed Major Pruden a paymaster in the regular army, with the rank of 
Major, in April of 1901, but because his duties would take him away from Washington, he declined the 
position and was reappointed to his old position, which he had vacated for only a short time. 
 Major Pruden's wife, who had been Miss Worrell of this city, died twelve years ago.  He is survived 
by two children, Howard Pruden, his son, was recently appointed superintendent of mails in Porto Rico, 
and his daughter, Mrs. Eva Stratton, is a resident of this city. 
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The Evening Star, April 21, 1902 
Funeral of O.L. Pruden 
Remains Placed at Rest Today in Congressional Cemetery 
 The funeral services over the remains of Major Octavius L. Pruden, late assistant secretary to the 
President, were held at 3 o'clock this afternoon in Trinity Episcopal Church, corner of 3d and C streets 
northwest, Rev. Richard P. Williams, the rector, officiating.  The services consisted of the full Episcopal 
burial rites, and were largely attended.  Music was furnished by a quartet from the church choir under 
the direction of Mr. William A. Kirkpatrick. 
 The remains were interred in Congressional cemetery, being followed to the burial grounds by the 
relatives of the deceased and a number of friends.  The following were the honorary pallbearesr:  Mr. 
J.S. Stoddard, Mr. William H. Crook, Mr. Warren S. young, Mr. J.D. Franzoni and Mr. J.D. McChesney of 
Washington and Mr. Anson S.P. Segur of New York.  Mr. Crook and Mr. Young were chosen from the 
White House staff.  They had worked side by side with Maj. Pruden for many years. 
 There were many beautiful floral offerings, including pieces from the White House, one of the most 
elegant being from attaches of the executive mansion.  The President also sent a magnificent wreath.  
There was a handsome wreath from Secretary and Mrs. Cortelyou, another from Col. Benjamin F. 
Bingham, floral tributes from Lafayette and Mount Vernon Masonic lodges and many others from 
private parties.  The large piece from the attaches of the White House bore a card containing a 
photograph of the grounds as they looked when Major Pruden entered on duty at that place 29 years 
ago. 
 Mr. Howard M. Pruden, a son of the deceased, is superintendent of the mails at San Juan, Porto 
Rico, and owing to the unfortunate steamer service he could not reach Washington in time for the 
funeral. 
 
 
The Evening Star, April 30, 1902, p. 1 
Major Pruden's Estate 
Letters of Administration Issued to His Son 
 Justice Barnard, in the Probate Court, today ordered that letters of Administration on the estate of 
the late Major Octavius L. Pruden, who was one of the secretaries to the President, be issued to Howard 
M. Pruden, son of the deceased. 
 The court was informed in a petition for the issue of the letters, signed by Howard M. Pruden and 
his sister, Mrs. Eva E. Strattan, that Major Pruden, who died the 19th instant, did not leave a will.  The 
estate, it is said, consists of personal effects and jewelry and a policy of life insurance for $10,000.  The 
heirs at law and next of kin are the son and daughter mentioned, they being of full age. 
 
 
The Evening Star, July 13, 1903, p. 7 
White House Posies 
Floral Favorites of First Ladies of the Land 
Cucumbers for Grant 
Gardener Provided Them For Him at Christmas 
Mrs. Andrew Johnson Loved Grapes-- 
Major Pruden a Painter of Exotics 
 
...... 
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Maj. Pruden an Artist 
 The late Major O.L. Pruden, who was one of the assistant secretaries to the President and over 
whose grave in old Congressional cemetery summer plants in rich profusion bloom today, was an ardent 
lover of flowers and often lingered in the White House conservatory.  Major Pruden was a water color 
artist of no slight merit and passed many hours in delineating on cardboard and canvas the flowers he 
loved best. 
 He had a taste for picturing even the simplest to the most ornate of beautiful blossoms, and 
excellent "counterfeit presentments" he produced.  His fancy ran all the way from the modest golden 
dandelion to the embellished orchid.  Both Mrs. Cleveland and Mrs. Harrison were ardent admirers of 
Pruden's handiwork, and to both of these ladies he frequently made presents of finely delineated floral 
pictures in water color.  


